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Solano SBDC and Workforce Development Board
become valuable resources for businesses
navigating the COVID-19 crisis
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businesses navigating

the COVID-19 crisis.
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‘amessage from our president/ceo

We're here to

when you need it

he Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of

Commerce is going to continue

advocating on behalf of our busi-

nesses and members while working
with our government officials during this
COVID-19 pandemic.

The goal for our Chamber is to ensure the
information we share is accurate, informa-
tive and researched.

Likewise, the goal for our community is
to continue to support locals in ways that
are safe and appropriate for them. In the
near future, you will see innovative ways
our businesses will continue serving their
customers.

We are in this together and need to be
calm, rational and considerate.

In the best interest of you, your business
and our community, we have suspended all
networking, meetings and programming
events until further notice.

§

KAISER PERMANENTE

Sg Hjllon
Garden Innr

help

We are working with our community
partners — SBDC, Workforce Development
Board and local chambers - to give you the
most current information available. We are
also connecting with our local, state and
federal officials.

The Fairfield Suisun Chamber of Com-
merce is your resource for business infor-
mation and we are here to advocate for you.
We will provide our businesses with assis-
tance programs as they become available.

We are available by phone 707-425-4625
or email Debi@fairfieldsuisunchamber.com
or Tonya@fairfieldsuisunchamber.com.

Please let us know what you need or
questions you may have. Remember, we are
all in this together.

Regards,

Debi Tavey
President/CEO

NORTHBAY
HEALTHCARE

ncataStor.
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Monte Hoover, co-owner of Gillespie’s Abbey
Carpet and Floor in Fairfield, left, has been a
Solano SBDC business client for years. His
advisor is SBDC director Tim Murrill.
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Once a ‘best-kept secret, two organizations become valuable
resources for businesses navigating the COVID-19 crisis

BY BRIANNA BOYD

n the first days after the novel
coronavirus brought business and
the world as we knew it to a
screeching halt in mid-March,
Tara Cruz did her best to stay positive.

The owner of Touch of Paradise
Spa in downtown Fairfield, Cruz
initially thought the closures would
last for a week or two. But as the
days and weeks went on, a stark
reality set in.

“Istill get emotional thinking
about it,” said Cruz, who fought back
tears as she remembered the first
month of the COVID-19 outbreak.
“This is where | had built everything
and put in all my time. We were finally
seeing a profit again, and then COVID
hit us. And all of it was out of my
control, my hands were tied and there
was nothing I could do.

“By that third week, | knew [ had to
do something.”

One of her first calls was to Tim
Murrill, the director of the Solano
Small Business Development Center
(SBDC). Cruz has been an SBDC
client for five years, utilizing the free
one-on-one consulting and business
workshops as she grew her business
from an independent consultant to a
brick and mortar downtown. She
considers Murrill a mentor.

“Whenever I have business lows, I'd
text Tim late at night and he’d call me
right back in the morning and talk me




through it,” she said. “He is so reassuring.”

As he shared with her the loan oppor-
tunities available to businesses, he told her
about layoff aversion fund grants that
were available through Solano County’s
Workforce Development Board. The
SBDC, which provides its free services to
any business with less than 500 employ-
ees, operates under the umbrella of the
Workforce Development Board. Both
organizations share office space at
500 Chadbourne Road.

Cruz was already familiar with the
Workforce Development Board. Her first
job, at 19 years old, was through the
organization’s On the Job training
program. It was such a good experience
for her that when she opened her own
business, she had two receptionists who
were also part of the program.

She applied for and was
awarded the grant from the
Workforce Development
Board and utilized the funds to
purchase software and equip-
ment that allows her to offer
virtual nails, facials and
microdermabrasion treat-
ments to clients. The loan also
helped pay her rent downtown.

With so many uncertainties
still looming because of
COVID, Cruz is working with
an SBDC business advisor on
transitioning her business to
online retail.

“Everyone wants to send me
condolences because of what is going on but I tell them, Tm
good, guys, 'm OK!” Cruz exclaimed. “COVID has put a lot of
people on a different path and this is where our creative and
innovative skills have to come together.

“I'm just so thankful for the Workforce Development Board
and the SBDC,” she added. “I'm so passionate about these two
programs. If [ didn’t have those two on my team, [ know [
wouldn't be where [ am today.”

April Ziomek-Portillo, the business services senior manager
at the Workforce Development Board, was responsible for
overseeing the layoff aversion fund grants. Solano County
alone awarded 49 grants, totaling a little more than $207,000.

—TARA CRUZ
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I'm so passionate about
these two programs. If |
didn’t have those two on
my team, l know | wouldn’t
be where | am today.

Tara Cruz, center, at the ribbon cutting for her
business, A Touch of Paradise Spa. As she navigates
COVID-19 and its impact on her business, she is
working with Solano SBDC advisors to transition her
business to online retail.

Altogether, 335 local jobs were saved.
Many of the people applying for the
grants were hearing about the Workforce

Development Board for the first time,
which gave her the opportunity to
highlight the free services they offer to
businesses, from recruitment and job fairs
to training and layoff aversion assistance.
Business owners were also connected
with the SBDC and their free one-on-one
consulting services.

“We are probably one of the best-kept
secrets in Solano County for business resources, along with the
SBDC,” Ziomek-Portillo said. “Between the two organizations,
we can not only strengthen a business’ talent resources but also
their business as a whole and both are at no cost.

“People need to know they are not alone in this,” she added.
“They need to be able to ask, ‘where are the resources, where
can I get help?’ To me, this is a huge opportunity for businesses
to survive and thrive here in Solano County.”

99

An Unexpected Catalyst
Both the Workforce Development Board (WDB) and the



Small Business Development Center (SBDC) have been
operating in Solano County for years. WDB has been around
for more than 30 years, while the Solano SBDC was estab-
lished in the early 2000s. The Workforce Development Board
has been the ‘host’ of SBDC since January2019.

The leaders of both organizations have heard the words
“best-kept secret” so often that WDB Executive Director
Heather Henry laughingly said, “I'm going to scream if | hear it
again — we want the word out there!”

The coronavirus proved to be the unexpected catalyst as the
pandemic brought businesses large and small to a screeching
halt, wreaking havoc on the economy with layoffs, furloughs
and closures. Business owners searched desperately for
up-to-date information, not knowing where or who to turn to.

“Almost overnight, we went from being a community
secret to a valuable resource for a lot of small businesses,”
Murrill said.

It was March 15 when the SBDC’s phone began to ring and
the calls did not stop for weeks. On the line were frantic
business owners, from companies large and small, new and
established, brick-and-mortar and home entrepreneurs, all
looking for information on the Small Business Association
(SBA) loans, most notably the Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) and the Economic Impact Disaster Loan (EIDL).

Between March and May, the Solano SBDC assisted more
than 600 businesses with SBA loan questions. Some of those
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Graduates of the Workforce Development Board's Youth Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Training Program with Executive Director Heather Henry.

businesses went on to become SBDC clients, allowing them to
access free one-on-one consulting. The organization has a
dozen business advisers, all experienced in various aspects of
business from strategy and marketing to financial manage-
ment and capitol acquisition. All received training on the SBA
loan programs and then quickly went to work coordinating
one-on-one phone calls and Zoom meetings with their clients.
In the weeks that followed, they walked them step by step
through the loan process and provided an “ear” that so many
needed in the turmoil.

“Most businesses I find have a quiet, humble pride,” said
SBDC consultant Peter Gray, who specializes in business
growth and operations. “They don't want to ask for help, they
don't think they should ask for help but we've come to a time
when they know they need additional perspective and they
need to connect with resources they've never had to look for
before. They are looking to learn and they are looking for
guidance. They just want to get through this period and then
get back to running the business they love.”

In Solano County alone, 4,267 PPP loans were awarded to
businesses. Most — 3,195 — were under $150,000 while a little
over 500 were more than $150,000. Of those awards, 1,286
were individuals (independent contractors, self-employed or
sole proprietorships), 1,250 were corporations, and 116 were
non-profits. More than 41,500 jobs in Solano County were
retained because of PPP loans.

Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce 9



Heather Henry, executive director of the Solano WDB, center, with
Congressman John Garamendi, left, and Solano WDB chair Fadi Halabi at the
ribbon cutting for the new WDB offices on Chadbourne Road.

The Solano SBDC confirms that 54 of their business clients
received SBA loans totaling $6.5 million. Advisers have
continued to work regularly with these clients, helping them to
navigate the post-COVID economy.

“In these last months, ['ve witnessed resiliency like no
other,” said SBDC adviser Seanna Asper, who specializes in
finance and QuickBooks. “Small businesses are the backbone
of the American economy and it has been an honor to help
them weather this storm. [ have been inspired by their willing-
ness to do what has to be done.”

In addition to individual consulting, the SBDC continues to
offer workshops led by the advisers. In the past, workshops
were in a class setting in Fairfield but they have since transi-
tioned to webinars, making them more accessible for busi-
nesses throughout Solano County.

From January to July, the Solano SBDC offered 65 work-
shops with nearly 500 participants. This is already twice the
number of workshops and participants from 2019 and does not
include the webinars hosted by the NorCal SBDC. All work-
shops are free.

When the shelter-at-home restrictions were lifted, Murrill
and Henry partnered to offer 15 re-opening webinars, all based
on individual business sectors, in a three-week period.

“So many small business owners have given up their life
savings to start their business,” Murrill said. “It has been an
unprecedented and challenging time for all of them. To be able
to do something to help these businesses survive this crisis was
one of the most gratifying things I've ever been able to do in
my career.”

Meanwhile, down the hall from Murrill’s office, the WDB’s
American Job Center is abuzz with activity. While the Vallejo

10 www.fairfieldsuisunchamber.com

job center closed at the onset of the pandemic, the center on
Chadbourne Road has remained open Monday through
Friday, providing job seekers with phones and computers to
connect with unemployment services and a resource lab to
work on resumes, job search and Zoom interviews. All
services are free.

Between March and July, the center connected with more
than 4,000 job seekers. The two offices typically serve approx-
imately 9,000 people every year but Henry expects that
number to be significantly higher in 2020 because of the
pandemic’s impact on the workforce.

“We also offer more intensive services for people who need
individualized support, such as job training or coaching,”
Henry said. “We can do supportive service funding for basis
needs, like rent, utilities or access to technology. We help pay
for equipment or services for someone if something stands in
their way of getting or keeping a job. For example, if someone
is not able to afford a computer required for employment or if
they need a specific type of training, they can reach out to us.”

There are myriad services offered by the Workforce
Development Board — Henry oversees a staff of 40 - but the
organization is best known for the recruitment support it
offers to businesses in Solano County. In the past, the WDB
has hosted recruitment events for companies and business
sectors and coordinates the NorCal Career Fair at Solano
Community College.

While the recruitment events have been put on hold during
the pandemic, the employment programs are ongoing. WDB
coordinates a youth job program with the Solano County
Office of Education that provides wages to young people to
have intern experience in the workforce. For adults, there is
On the Job Training - the same program Tara Cruz went
through when she was 19 years old — where WDB partners
with area businesses to help job seekers gain important skills
for the workforce. As part of this program, the Workforce
Development Board funds a portion of the employee’s wages
and in return, the employer trains them on essential job skills.
Since the pandemic began, the WDB has increased its reim-
bursement to businesses, allowing them to bring their employ-
ees back to work.

It has been heart wrenching for both the WDB and SBDC to
hear from businesses about the number of layoffs and fur-
loughs that have been implemented since March. More than
84,200 Solano County residents have applied for unemploy-
ment services and Fairfield’s unemployment rate in June was
still at 13.5 percent.

“We try not to focus on business closures and layoffs
but COVID has unfortunately made that a very stark
reality,” Henry said.

Ziomek-Portillo oversees the Workforce Development
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Board’s layoff aversion fund
and knew by the end of
March the businesses _

needed help. -~

Almost overnight, we

Altogether, 49 grants were awarded,
totaling a little more than $207,000 and
saving 335 jobs in Solano County.
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them feel alone,” she
said. “I went to (Henry)
and said, ‘we have to do
something, we have to be able
to help these businesses in
some way. ”

“We put the whole grant
program together in a week,”
Henry added. “We were one of the first two in the state to do
this, along with LA County. They looked different but the
concept was the same and we are very proud we were one of
the first in the state to do it.”

The program took off so quickly in Solano County that
both Wells Fargo and Genentech volunteered to add funds,
Ziomek-Portillo said. The city of Benicia also contributed
money that went to businesses in their community.

Grants awarded ranged from $500 to $10,000 and were
used to cover costs associated with teleworking, PPE equip-
ment and software that helped businesses transition online.

“One thing that was huge is that we didn't put a lot of red

—TIMMURRILL

tape in this,” Ziomek-Portillo said. “We wanted the businesses

to have the chance to tell us what they needed. We allowed
them to come up with their plan of action and we funded

applications as they came in. Our goal was to serve as many as

we could.”

lot of small businesses.

have been, one silver lining is that busi-
nesses are now more aware of the
’ ’ resources available to them through
organizations like the Solano SBDC and
Workforce Development Board.
The hope is the traction will only
continue to grow.
More than 99 percent of businesses in
Solano have fewer than 500 employees, qualifying them for
the free SBDC services. The Workforce Development Board
can assist businesses of any size.

“We are specialists of talent and we can help solve issues
around talent, whether it’s retention, retaining employees,
development of job descriptions or data information about the
local job market,” Ziomek-Portillo said. “We really want to get
it out to the masses and let people know we are here to help. I
have grant funding available on a yearly basis, that’s replen-
ished every year to help businesses find their talent and retain
their talent, and [ have to say, it’s definitely under-utilized.”

Meanwhile, after months of consulting with clients on
their SBA loans, the Solano SBDC is turning its attention to
helping businesses prepare for a post-COVID future. Many of
the free webinars and individual consulting sessions are
focused on growing a business, marketing strategies, finance,
sales and pivoting their business model amid the chal-
lenges of the pandemic.

In the fall, the SBDC will offer NxLevel, a 10-week
intensive program designed to help businesses successfully
move to the next level of growth. Participants willbe ina
cohort and develop their own business plans. There is a fee
associated with NxLevel and pre-registration is required.

“It can be very difficult to plan and prepare for what's
ahead when you don’t know how long this is going to
last and how bad it’s going to get,” Murrill said. “When
you have your own business, you often feel very much
alone and on an island. But we want our businesses to
know they are not alone. We want to be beside them,
every step of the way.”

You can learn more about the Solano SBDC at
www.solanosbdc.org and the Workforce Development

The Solano SBDC is proud to offer NxLevel, a 10-week intensive program designed Board of Solano County at solanoemployment.org.

to help businesses successfully move to the next level of growth.

Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce M



Dentistry with a Gentle Touch . . .

Sunni G. Yoon, D.D.S.

Implant and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Yoon is experienced in all aspects of implant
and cosmetic dentistry. She and her staff provide
a wide range of services including preventative
care, cosmetic dentistry, bonding, endodontics,
oral surgery, implantology, and crowns which
can be fabricated by computer and completed in
one visit. Dr. Yoon offers oral conscious sedation
dentistry for your relaxation and comfort. We can
help you to have a beautiful smile using Lumineers
- smile makeover design without removing
any sensitive tooth structure. No anesthetics.
No discomfort.

Convenient office hours are available by appointment.
We always welcome new patients.

Areas of Expertise: Preventative care, cosmetic dentistry,
bonding, Lumineers, endodontics, oral surgery, mini-implants,
implantology and conscious sedation.

Dental School: Columbia University School of Dentfal & Oral
Surgery D.DS.,

John F. Kennedy Medical Center (Residency), University of
Southern California.

Affiliations: California Dental Association, American Dental
Association, Napa/Solano Dental Society. Member of DOCS
(Doctors of Conscious Sedation), Academy of General Dentistry,
The American Academy of Implant Denfistry. Fellow at ICO,
International Congress of Oral Implantologists

1245 Travis Blvd., Suite C/D, Fairfield
(707) 422-7003

www.gentletouchdentistry.biz
syoondds@gmail.com

12 wwwiairfieldsuisunchamber.com
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The Daily Desk offers private suites, meeting rooms and individual desks to
anyone looking to grow their business.

The Daily Desk
offers work space to
business community

The Daily Desk is an innovative co-working business
community utilizing state-of-the-art technology to help you
succeed.

Spanning 17,000 square feet, The Daily Desk offers private
suites, meeting rooms and individual desks perfect for anyone
looking to grow their business, collaborate with others or work
independently.

Our staff complies with all CDC precautions and cleaning
procedures to ensure the safety of our members and guests
during the pandemic.

The Daily Desk comprises essential businesses including
law enforcement, accounting and mail services and we have
adapted our services to provide video and audio technology for
students using Zoom for classwork. Members can enjoy our
kitchen area with drinks and snacks, podcast room, mailbox,
copy center and mini gym.

The Daily Desk is your full-service co-working business
community designed to meet all your needs and help you
succeed.

The Daily Desk is located at 490 Chadbourne Road in
Fairfield. Call 707-435-3375 for a tour.
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Valley Winery has been producing award-win-

Sp aCiou S piC niC F or three generations, family-owned Wooden

ning wines from the Suisun Valley Appellation.

grou nd S Offer S O C i a-]- Our history is rich in Solano County, and community

has always been vital to the Lanza family.

d i_ St a nCing, Views at In March 2020, we were challenged to make

. significant changes and create new ways to offer

WO O de n Valley Wl ner‘y Lanza family hospitality. Guests would no longer be
allowed to visit our establishment in the way they

were used to visiting. Fortu-
nately, we were able to adapt
and be flexible while maintain-
ing our high standards of
customer care. Much like
Chick did in the 1960s, Ron
took to delivering wine door to
door to support our sheltered
community. We were able to
offer free delivery to our
neighbors in Solano County
and discounted shipping
within California.

As the state-mandated
guidelines changed, we adapted
by returning to somewhat
normal visitation. Guests can
now enjoy wine tasting and on-premise consumption
in our outdoor tasting area. Thankfully, our spacious
picnic grounds allow for ample social distancing while
enjoying Suisun Valley’s beautiful views.

Visitation is back to nearly normal, and we're
thankful to our new and returning customers for
continuing to spend their time at Wooden Valley
Winery.

Wooden Valley
Winery in Suisun
Valley has returned
to somewhat normal
visitation. Guests
can enjoy wine
tasting in the
outdoor tasting area.
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Pam Watson CRS, GRI, PMN, SRES®

Helping Your Real Estate Dreams Come True Since 1979!

Whether buying or selling put my local knowledge
and experience to work for you! -
Relocation & Referral Certified  Seniors Real Estate Specialist E

707-290-3235

l B www.pamwatson.com ® pam@pamwatson.com KAPPRL Qe

= . W Seaaa _— - T
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ABOVE: Homeless
Intervention Team
officer Joe Uchishiba
holds the hand of an
unidentified woman in
Allan Witt Park while
on patrol in 2015,

RIGHT: Fairfield
Police Department
Homeless
Intervention Team
patrol through a
homeless
encampment near
Highway 12 in
Fairfield in 2015.
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Help for the Homeless

Project Roomkey helps county’s most
vulnerable weather pandemic

BY BRIANNA BOYD
undreds of Solano
County’s homeless

I I most at risk of

contracting COVID-19 have
had a roof over their heads,
access to case workers, and
health resources these past
few months through a
program area officials hope
will help this vulnerable
population find permanent
and stable housing.

Nearly 250 motel rooms
were made available throughout the county in June and July as
part of the statewide Project Roomkey. People experiencing
homelessness qualified for the program if they tested positive
for COVID but did not require hospitalization, were being
monitored for COVID symptoms, or were in a high-risk group
due to age or pre-existing conditions.

Those who tested positive for the coronavirus were placed
in rooms in Vallejo and Benicia. The remaining participants
were in hotels in Vacaville and Fairfield. Fairfield had
50 rooms designated for the homeless. Rooms included
couples and single mothers with children.

“It has been remarkable how the county has been partici-
pating in Project Roomkey, providing behavioral health and
medical help, as well as offering resources and case managers
on site to identify housing plans for individuals,” said Brandon
Wirth, the director of shelter services at Shelter Inc., which
operates Shelter Solano in Fairfield. “It has also been a great
partnership with Fairfield’s (Homeless Intervention Team) as
they have helped us to identify high risk individuals and
provided the services to get them to the hotels.”

The state funded Project Roomkey in June and July, and
Shelter Inc. is now covering expenses for the program,

Wirth said. The hope is additional funding will become

Nearly 250 motel rooms were made available throughout Solano County in
June and July as part of the statewide Project Roomkey.

available so community
partners “can continue
providing services to help
them overcome the barriers
they are dealing with.”

The state of homelessness
in Fairfield and Solano
County and the impact
COVID has had on this group
was the focus of a Fairfield-
Suisun Chamber advocacy
meeting July 29.

Shelter Inc’s work within
the community encompasses
three key areas — preventing
homelessness, ending the cycle of homelessness and providing
affordable housing. Shelter Solano on Beck Avenue has 32 beds
available and new residents are brought in through coordi-
nated entry with county services. Eighteen beds are desig-
nated for veterans but there are only nine staying there. Staff
regularly works with police and county hospitals to identify
potential clients.

For the Fairfield Police Department, homeless outreach
in recent months has focused on the importance of finding
abalance between providing access to services — whether
that be behavioral, medical or resources — and addressing
criminal activity.

About 10 years ago, the police department made a signifi-
cant change to its approach to homelessness, Lt. Jausiah
Jacobson said. The Homeless Intervention Team (HIT) was
established and officers made a conscious effort to focus more
on providing services and resources rather than arresting or
issuing citations.

Providing those resources is still as vital as ever, but
the department also has to address criminal activity,
Jacobson said.

In response to concerns voiced by many of the businesses in
downtown Fairfield, the city drafted and the council adopted

Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce 15



J

Freshly Brewed Coffee Every Mornmg'

Live & Frozen Bait « Tackle
Fishing Gear ¢+ Lotto
Ice & Ice Deliveries  Snacks
Cold Drinks « Fishing License

BEER BAR

My

SUISUN CITY
(707) 425-5518

HOURS:
MON-SAT 6AM-7PM « SUN 6AM-4PM

ki W

Virgilsbaitshop@mail.com

www. lalkar.com
FAIRFIELD - 421.0110
4717 Mangels Blvd.

~ALKAR

- HUMAN RESOURCES

LY ‘
We con M moa& 4/»064/
with qualified hardworking people.

DAILY REPUBLIC
Re

Expect the best, and get it!

We offer customized service
and refer only top talent.

ONE COMPANY. ONE CALL.
ONE SOLUTION.

Temp to Hire - Direct Hire
Executive Search
Temporary Services

“Profit from the Experience”

Administrative ¢ Hospitality
e Winery e Light Industrial
* Manufacturing
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inlate July a new ordinance that prohibits sitting or lying
down in doorways in downtown Fairfield between the
hours of 11 p.m.and 7 a.m.

The ordinance will only be enforceable if the owner,
tenant or resident of the building has posted a sign at the
entrance giving notice that such conduct is prohibited.

“Alot of businesses were having issues at night,” Jacob-
son said. Complaints included littering, vandalism,
indecent exposure and urinating on buildings and
entrances. “The first three offenses are citations and the
fourth is a misdemeanor and arrestable. We don’t want it to
be a situation where we just take someone to jail, we want
this to be an opportunity where we can provide services.
But if this becomes a habitual problem, we do have the
ability to cite.”

The city plans to monitor the impact of this ordinance
and if it proves to be successful, it could be expanded into
North Texas Street and West Texas Street business
districts.

“If this influences someone to get help, to get services,
that’s great,” Jacobson said. “We can't make them do it, it
has to be their choice but if we can influence them to seek
help, that’s a win-win.”

PCS

PACIFIC CREDIT SERVICES

Contact us Today for a
Debt Recovery Solution
Tailored to your Business.
Ask us about our Free
Letter Service! )

460 UNION AVE. _
Ste. C A\ {
FAIRFIELD, CA 94533

~ Y\j
(800) 564-6440 T




community

Solano Small
Business Loans

EIDL Loans

EIDL loans information on specific companies has not
been released by the Small Business Administration (SBA).
The only data available is the aggregate number and amount
of loans for California (as of July 15th).

Total EIDL Loans in CA approved: 422,078
Total amount of EIDL loans in CA: $27.4 billion

Total EIDL Advances in CA: 809, 792
Total amount of Advances in CA: $2.67 billion

PPP Loans

SBA has released significantly more data on the PPP loans
than the EIDL loans. There is detail about any PPP loan over
the amount of $150,000. For loans under $150,000, the data
does not include the business name. Below is data gleaned
from the SBA information. SBA does not provide data on
applications not funded.

« Awarded PPP Loans in Solano: 4,267, 3,195 were under

Now more than
ever, students

need you.

Enhance your teaching
with innovation and
equity skills you need.

Earn your master’s degree online with
the Graduate School of Education

@ TOURO UNIVERSITY
CALIFORMNIA

tu.edu/teach
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First Northern Bank provides
comprehensive, innovative lending

solutions for your business,
and we do it with a superior level of service.

BusinEss Loans
Lines of Credit
Real Estate Loans

Term Loans
Equipment Loans

Construction & Term & Leases
Agribusiness Loans for
SBA Loafis Green Initiatives

FIRST NORTHERN BANK
FairriELD FiNANCIAL CENTER
= 1455 Oliver Road  425-2900 ¢l

Member FDIC www.thatsmybank.com

Let us turn your interior design dreams
into reality. Floors, walls, windows...
we have you covered!

Visit our Design Showroom
Check Out Our Website for Money Saving Coupons!

GillespiesAbbeyCarpet.com

& o Re, "
Gillespie’s m

When it Has to be Right! Since 1934

A family business for over 85 years!

! 707 ! 427-377 ?‘g?Aﬁl;linglllmume Road i Fairfield
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$150,000; 534 were over $150,000.

« Total Loan Amount for loans under $150,000:
$114.9 million.

« Of awards, 1,286 are individuals (independent
contractors, self-employed, or sole proprietorships),
1,250 are corporations, 116 are non-profits.

+ 41,538 jobs have been retained due to PPP loans in
Solano.

Of the local banks, First Northern provided the
highest number of successful PPP loans at 313.

SBDC confirms that 37 of the businesses they sup-
ported received SBA loans totaling $3.7 million, and at
least 12 have been turned down. Most of those turned
down were due to not having been in business long
enough, having bad credit or were already too leveraged.

Solano Small Business Grants

There have been six programs established, or in the
process of being established, in the county to provide
grants to small businesses.

+ WDB's Layoff Aversion Fund (LOAF): 98 applications
were received with a funding amount of $818,157; 49 were
awarded with a funding amount of $202,278.

« City of Benicia Small Business Grant Program
- $200,000 - currently being awarded.

« Benicia Industrial Park Association - $240,000.

« City of Fairfield CDBG - put out to RPF.

« Cities of Dixon and Vacaville CDBG - currently
being developed.

» City of Fairfield CARES Act — $200,000 - currently
being negotiated with SBDC/WDB.
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Solano Land Trust wants
everyone to feel welcome

he Solano Land Trust has
T always believed it was essential

to be in nature, but since the
pandemic broke out we've had to live
by that philosophy: The staff meetings, L
hikes, small receptions, and many
ongoing projects are possible because
of the warm sun and ventilation available on 12,000 acres
of open public lands.

We closed properties to the public for a brief period,
but we are delighted to see visitors of all ages back
birdwatching, hiking and photographing wildlife, and
getting a chance to observe recent and ongoing habitat
restoration projects — like the bird boxes for the western
bluebird monitoring program at Lynch Canyon Open
Space Park, or the culvert built at Lower Spring Branch
that allows water to flow through Suisun Marsh to
uplands it hasn't reached in decades.

But protecting land doesn’t make it accessible. Since
COVID-I19, this country has had a major lesson in how
infrastructure determines what activities can happen. For
adults in wheelchairs and adults who have limited
mobility, this knowledge is nothing new; frequently

| AN =
SOLANO LAND TRUST

organizations with inclusive philoso-
phies don't build inclusive
infrastructure.

Before implementing a long-
planned ADA project to expand paths
around Rush Ranch, the Solano Land
Trust worked with an accessibility
empowerment group of adults with disabilities to deter-
mine what design approaches to take and what materials
to use.

The lessons learned from this build-out will help us
realize goals to expand safe, navigable mobility trails at
Jepson Prairie and other properties owned by Solano
Land Trust.

But the bigger lesson came from taking honest feed-
back and from working at something deliberately and
collaboratively to get it right. We believe land connects us
all, but this can only occur if everyone feels welcome, and
when the diversity of the community within these spaces
better reflects the diversity in the county beyond it.

Going forth, we want to make sure everyone feels like
this is their land trust, too. Visit our website to learn more
about solanolandtrust.org,
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TESTIMONIALS

HAT MEMBERS SAY

“My name is Caryn Mikick and | am the owner of Stems Florist.
During this pandemic | have been up and running the whole time.
At the beginning of all of this it was very slow with everything being
canceled, from proms and weddings to birthdays and funerals
being put on hold. The world is changing around us at a rapid

rate and in ways we never could have imagined. But through all
of this one thing people haven't stopped doing is caring for one
another. This is where Stems has continued to come into play. We
still were able to deliver happiness through flowers. We have and
continue to distance deliver to make our customers who live here
or across country be able to tell their loved ones ‘Happy Birthday,
‘Thinking of You' or even ‘I'm sorry. We have been able to make

a bride's courthouse wedding just as special as her big venue
wedding. Flowers just make people happy. And any business that
can be safe and make people happy is essential during this time.”

CARYN MIKICK
STEMS FLORIST

DONATE yourold [ JT J

EYEGLASSES

TO THOSE LESS FORTUNATE!

Drop off your old eyeglasses between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday
through Friday at the Daily Republic lobby, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield

3 (L > Fairfield Host Lions

Serving the community since 1924

20 wwwiairfieldsuisunchamber.com



WEDDINGS * CORPORATE EVENTS

-
AND MORE! é

“Own the Memories. Rent the Rest.”

Contact us today.’

1101 Horizon Drivg, Ste 105

@F ARFIELD C ( N
PHoNE: (707) 365-7981 "'

info@pseventrentals.net

p\gkﬂﬂe errace '.:*.

SENIOR LIVING ,,; "

T

~ TOURTODAY!
ARTVENTS GOING FAST'

Growing older does not mean closmg the book on adventure Instead, it presents an opportunity to
write the next chapter. Rockville Terrace Senior Living is the perfect place to begin again...

We offer personalized service in a luxurious atmosphere. Whether you are looking for
independent living, assisted living or memory care we are here to serve. ,,,M

Independent Assisted Memory
Living Living Care

¢ Allow a person to maintain * Residents maintain their * Residents maintain their
independence dignity while aging dignity while aging in an

e Include meals so residents * Assistance with everyday secure and specialized
don’t have to worry about tasks, like bathing, dressing environment to meet their
cooking or dining alone and meals or medication . i‘;rss.;;ﬂ::eqfh —

o Offer more social interaction management taSkIS o b\gihin VERieEY
than living at home  Trained staff available and dress}ng el agr’]d

* Some supervision from the monitoring 24 hours a day ’
staff for a discreet layer ® Scheduled transportation to
of safety for our active doctor appointments
residents  Activities & Excursions

* Activities & Excursions ¢ Housekeeping

* Housekeeping e Laundry

e Laundry

medication management
 Trained staff available and
monitoring 24 hours a day
® Scheduled transportation to
doctor appointments
® Specialized Activity
Program Housekeeping
e Laundry

We help
with Veterans’
Benefits

License #486803653

707.862.2222

4625 Mangels Blvd.
Fairfield ¢ CA 94534

Proud Local
Chamher Membhers
B /Jiovmano

Victor P. Jones, CFP®, MBA

Financial Advisor, Principal
and Certified Financial Planner™ Professional
CA LIC# 0D43905

1300 Oliver Road, Ste 270
Fairfield, CA 94534

FIRS T

707.447.8772 Ext. 107 (orrice)
vpjones@firstcommand.com

ACE

WE KEEP YOUR SAFETY
IN MIND. PRACTICING
SOCIAL DISTANCING.

<ER

4949 FULTON DRIVE, STE A * FAIRFIELD, CA  707.673.5782

Serving Solano County
www.firstcommand.com

AUTOMOTIVE
AND PERFORMANCE

DAILY REPUBLIC

1250 TEXAS STREET e FAIRFIELD ¢ CA 94533
(707) 425-4646 * DAILYREPUBLIC.COM

To Advertise Here
Please Gontact
Your Daily Republic
Advertising Representative
or call (707) 425-4646

- J
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o

to all of our Fairfield-Suisun Chamber ommerce Investors:
CHAIRMAN Club Investors

Anheuser-Busch Inc., Fairfield Conference & Visitors Bureau, Hilton Garden Inn - Fairfield,
Jelly Belly Candy Company, Kaiser Permanente, nDataStor Inc., Momentum Auto Group,
NorthBay Healthcare, Travis Credit Union

PRESIDENT Club Investor

Republic Services

DIRECTOR Club Investors

Cordelia Winery, 95.3 KUIC, MV Transportation Inc., Pacific Gas & Electric Co., Stems Florist,
Touro University California, Vezer Family Vineyard, Wal-Mart, Western Health Advantage

DIAMOND Club Investors

Ardagh Group Metal Beverage, B&L Properties, Bryan-Braker Funeral Home, First Northern Bank,
Ford Lincoln Fairfield, Medic Ambulance Services, Pacific Credit Services, PRIDE Industries,
Special Care Supportive Living Services, Sutter Health, Sutter Solano Medical Center, Zeal for Life - Zurvita

PREMIER Club Investors
Potrero Hills Landfill Inc., Reynolds Law LLP

CITATION Club Investors

Abbott Nutrition, ALKAR Human Resources, Ashley Furniture Homestore, Ball Corporation,

Beau Wine Tours & Limousine Services, Brandman University, Brookdale Senior Living Solutions, Cache Creek Casino Resort,
Comcast, Daily Republic, Five Star Limo, FrankLin Distillers Products Ltd., Front2Back Designs, Gillespie’s Abbey Carpet,
Guild Mortgage Company, Homewood Suites by Hilton, International House of Pancakes,

Kim Liew Real Estate Group-RE/MAX Gold, Legends at Paradise Valley, Legends at Rancho Solano, Ludy’s Catering,
Mary Reyff - Real Estate Consultant & Sales, Mattice Law Offices, McDonald’s Yin, Meyer Corporation, MyQuali.com,
Nalls Foundation, Napa Valley Wine Country Tours, Paradise Valley Estates, Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen,

Rockville Terrace Senior Living, Sacramento Municipal Utility District -SMUD, Sears, ServPro of Fairfield, SnapPop Media,
Solano First Federal Credit Union, Staybridge Suites, Suisun Ace Hardware, Wells Fargo Bank,

Yocha Dehe Golf Club at Cache Creek

PAST Chairman Club Investors
Kathy Parsons

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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weddings
anniversaries

birthdays

corporate events

celebrate your next
event at

great jones street

downtown fairfield
707.427.6927/
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Your Partner |
i n E mP I oyee 1679 E. Monte Vista Ave

Suite 104

Health &
Productivity

- . Vacaville 1

g Screening & :
Breath Alcohol Testing |
Board Certified Occupational Fairfield |

i 5 2470 Hilborn Road g

Mesicine Kiiysisians (707) 646-2600 3 Fairfield
DOT Drug Screens & Physicals -
Injury Care Management -
X-ray & Laboratory Services
on Campus Two Convenient
Surveillance Testing Locations! s X

Call us to learn how we NORTHBAY
can keep your workforce healthy.

'(_')ccf-fpariof'ml Health

(707) 646-4600 NorthBay.org/occhealth




